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Under Attack 
Acts 5:1-16 

 
  We must prepare for spiritual battles  

         in our lives and in our midst 
 
 1. The battle between generosity and greed (vs. 1-2) 
 
 2. The battle between sincerity and hypocrisy (vs. 2b)  
 
 3. The battle between truth and falsehood (vs. 3-6) 
 
 4. The battle between confession and cover-up (vs. 7-10) 
 

 5.  The battle between purity and corruption (vs. 11-16) 
 

 
Be set free to serve! 
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God's Judgment 

George MacDonald wrote, “Half of the misery in the world 
comes from trying to look, instead of trying to be, what one is not.” 
The name that Jesus gave to this practice is “hypocrisy,” which sim-
ply means “wearing a mask, playing the actor.” We must not think 
that failure to reach our ideals is hypocrisy, because no believer 
lives up to all that he or she knows or has in the Lord. Hypocrisy is 
deliberate deception, trying to make people think we are more spiri-
tual than we really are. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was putting 
on a lovely “front” in order to conceal the shabby sin in their lives, 
sin that cost them their lives. 

It is worth noting that the Lord judges sin severely at the begin-
ning of a new period in salvation history. Just after the tabernacle 
was erected, God killed Nadab and Abihu for trying to present “false 
fire” to the Lord (Lev. 10). He also had Achan killed for disobeying 
orders after Israel had entered the Promised Land (Josh. 7). While 
God was certainly not responsible for their sins, He did use these 
judgments as warnings to the people, and even to us (1 Cor. 10:11–
12). --Warren Wiersbe 
 

Join a Group Study for this Series 
Many of our LifeGroups are using this sermon series as the basis for 
their discussion.  If you would like to get connected to find a group 
to participate with, please contact Pastor Stotler  
astotler@calvarywv.com to learn more. 

Use this link to download a discussion guide to lead you deeper into 
God’s Word. http://www.calvarywv.com/series/unleashed 

Reading for Next Week :  Acts 5:17-42 
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